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The Jubilee Year 


Fifty years is not a long period of time 
compared with the milleniums of history. But 
a half century in the age of aeronautics, 
electronics and atomics certainly means more 


'in terms of dazzling developments than any 
other five decades known to man. 


The Baptist communion of Christians has 
other good reasons for regarding the past fifty 


"years aS momentous beyond the ordinary. 


When the Alliance was organized in 1905, 
there were between six and seven million 
Baptists on earth. ‘Today we number close 
to twenty-one millions. Such growth is un- 
precedented. It is gratifying. It is also 
alarming. It lays upon us a world responsi- 
bility which we have hardly fully awakened 


' toas yet. 


We have every reason to make our Jubilee 


_ year an occasion for jubilation. But 1955 


must also mean a call to a renewed dedica- 
tion to the task God has given us. Not only 
at the Congress, but time and again through- 
out the entire year, our thinking, our conver- 
sations, and our prayers should keep focused 
on the problem of really becoming better 
tools for our Master’s use. 

A.T.O. 


BWA Sunday February 6 


The Baptist World Alliance is dedicated 
to the encouragement, inspiration, and Chris- 
tian fellowship of a// Baptists everywhere. 
One Sunday a year is set aside for special 
prayer on behalf of other Baptists. In the 
approaching Golden Jubilee year, 1955, that 
day falls on February 6. Begin now to think 
about it, plan for it, and make, sure that it is 
in your church program. 
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Editor Leaves for Europe 


Dr. Arnold T. Ohrn, executive secretary 
of the BWA, left New York April 27 for four 
months in Europe. During May and June he 
will visit churches in Great Britain and con- 
fer with BWA leaders on details of the ninth 
world congress to be held in London, July 
16-22, 1955. He will take part in the annual 
series of all-European Baptist Conferences 
on the campus of the Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Ruschlikon, Zurich, Switzerland 
in July and visit other Baptist centers on the 
continent. 


Youth Secretary in the States 

Joel Sorenson, who makes his nanhimnelte 
ers in Stockholm, reported to the Administra - 
tive Committee in session March 30 that he 
had filled a heavy speaking itinerary since 
he reached the States in January. He is 
scheduled to address the American Baptist 
Convention in Minneapolis May 24-28 and 
the Southern Baptist Convention in St. Louis 
June 2-5. He will then return to Europe to 
prepare for his tour of the Orient in October. 
He expects to visit Japan, Korea, Formosa, 
and the Philippines before 1955. 


Alliance Sunday Offering Received 


The Administrative Committee accepted 
with joy the report that $4,400 had been re- 
ceived to date from the churches which ob- 
served BWA Sunday in February. It is ex- 
pected that the income in 1954 will at least 
meet the budget requirements of $47,500. 
Last year’s budget of $50,200 had to be 
trimmed to $45,183.94. 

The Executive Committee meeting will be 
held September 9-10 (instead of 8-9), in 
Louisville, Kentucky. 









Africa 


The Baptist Missionary Society (Great 
Britain) reports a staff of twenty-six mis- 
sionaries at work in Angola. This mission 
field is not to be confused with the area re- 
cently taken over by Canadian Baptists. 
(See THE BAPTIST WORLD for March). 


Australasia 


New Guinea 


Angola 


Australian Baptists launched a mission 
in New Guinea in 1950, and now have a hos- 
pital and two schools in the Baiyer Valley 
region. An airstrip is about to be com- 
pleted at Sau Valley mission station. Seven 
churches in the Baiyer district have ser- 
vices conducted by missionaries each Sun- 
day, and 30 village churches have devotions 
daily conducted by nationals. At Lumis 
Similar evangelistic effort is maintained. 

A school for tribal headmen was opened 
early in 1954 in an effort to help these 
leaders grow and develop into the kind of 
leaders who can command the respect and 
allegiance of the younger generation, most 
of whom are receiving education. 

Australian Baptists through their home 
mission board also sponsor Federal Home 
Missions. Only one Christian mission is 
allowed on an 800-square-mile reservation 
for the Wailbri tribe of aborigines in central 
Australia, and that mission is Baptist. 


Europe 


The Billy Graham London Crusade of 
twelve weeks had attracted a total of 
578,850 at the halfway mark. The number of 
decisions for Christ was 14,275. A great 
open-air service was held in Hyde Park on 
Good Friday, anda two services on Easter 
Monday emphasized the family and the ‘‘pro- 
blems of the British home.”’ 


England 





Saturday, May 22, has been announced as 


the closing date. Wembley Stadium, site of 
the 1948 Olympic Games, seating 100,000 
persons, will be used for this final rally, 
Chartered trains and buses will bring dele. 
gations from all over England for it. 

Meanwhile, interest on the part of the 
preachers and church leaders of London 
has grown until large numbers are actually 
identified with the crusade. ‘‘Operation 
Andrew’’, the effort to fill half of each 
chartered bus with unconverted people, has 
made personal missionaries out of thousands 
of London Christians. 

The London press, at first cynical and 
even hostile, is now publicizing the cam- 
paign in every issue and treating evangelism 
sympathetically. The constant affirmation 
of Billy Graham and the team is that all of 
this is entirely God at work in answer to the 
prayers of Christians across the world. 


Russia 


News of Russian Baptists reached the 
London BWA office in March, in the form of 
a copy of Bratsky Vestnik (‘‘Brotherly 
Messenger’’), the organ of the Evangelical 
Christian-Baptist Union of Russia. This 
number, labeled Nos. 2 and 3, 1953, inter- 
preted by W. O. Lewis with the help of 
Russian-speaking Baptists in London, yields 
the following information: : 

A meeting was held in the Baptist Church 
in Moscow October 25, 1953 with 2,000 in 
attendance. It was in honor of an Anglican 
clergyman from England. Dr. Lewis identi- 
fied the picture of Pastor Lipstok whom he 
knew in Haapsal, Estonia, before 1939. The 
Estonian is now past 70. 

Seven Baptist churches with 2,000 mem- 
bers have united in Tallinn, Estonia. An 
account of the meeting says it was held in 
Olivet Church, whose building dates from the 
Middle Ages and was given to Baptists by 
the government in 1950. 

In October a meeting in the Mathew Street 
Church, Riga, Latvia, attracted 2,000 be- 
lievers. Rev. F. E. Hunz, aged 70, was in- 
stalled as Baptist superintendent of Latvia 
Both Russians and Estonians were present. 
Dr. Lewis says ‘I miss in Bratsky Vestnik 
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the names and faces of brethren who were 


| prominent in our churches in the Baltic 


states before 1939. I believe most of them 


' are still alive. But where are they? It would 


be fine if the Soviets would allow usto attend 
such meetings.’’ 

The origin of the Moscow chuireh is re- 
counted in this journal. Back in 1889, ina 
third-rate public house called ‘‘The Hole,’’ 
situated on the street now known as Zdanov, 
little groups met regularly to talk. Editors 
were among them, as well as two friends, 
Astapov and Botcharov, who were known as 
“walking encyclopedias. ’’ 

Astapov kept a bookshop. One day he 
brought a Bible to the public house and 
a lively discussion on faith took place. 
Religious debates became a regular feature 
of that public house. The numbers grew. 
Those who had religious doubts were able to 
meet and talk without incurring legal penal- 
ties. The Moscow Church began in ‘“‘The 
Hole’ for it was founded by those who had 
first discussed religion there. 

In Siberia, under the leadership of Samuel 
Ariskin, Baptists have strong churches in 
Novosibirsk, Tomsk, and Kemerov. In the 
lower Don River area, the 70-year-old Baptist 
church at Voronezh, damaged by war, has 
been restored and rededicated. In the 
Ukraine, A. L. Andreev is in charge of Bap- 
tist work and he reports 2,033 baptisms 
for 1952, in the churches of that region. 
On the lower Dnieper River are 57 Baptist 
churches. Senior Pastor N.N. Melnikov 
visited 38 of them last year to ordain pas- 
tors, advise in church affairs, and explain 
to believers their duty to the state. 

A full and detailed account of the visit 
to Sweden last August of four Russian Bap- 
tist pastors appears in this journal. Dr. 
Lewis, in his conference with them, ex- 
pressed regret that Russia was not repre- 
sented at the last two Congresses of the 
BWA and urged them to send a delegation 
to London in 1955. 


Yugoslavia 


A new religious law was adopted by the 
Yugoslav National Assembly in May, 1953, 
according to the Watchman-Examiner. ‘‘For 


the first time Protestants in Yugoslavia 
are put on a plane of equality with other 
religious groups, particularly the Roman 
Catholic Church. The new law also empha- 
sizes the separation of church and state, 
makes all churches ‘legal persons,’ and 
guarantees the right of religious profession 
to any member of any religious community. 
Any disturbance of religious gatherings is 
made punishable by law.’’ 

BWA President F. Townley Lord has re- 
leased to the Baptist press a vivid account 
of his visit to Yugoslavia early this year. 
He reports 95 churches with 2,900 members 
and 1,350 in Sunday schools. Eleven or- 
dained ministers are at work, put only two 
have had seminary training. The Baptist 
Union of Yugoslavia comprises five as- 
sociations: Slovakian, Croatian, Serbio- 
Rumanian, Hungarian, and slovenian, dis- 
tinguished by language and national origin. 

The Baptist church in Zagreb is pastored 
by a layman who earns his living as an ac- 
countant. His wife is the daughter of Vinco 
Vacek, first president of the Yugoslav 
Baptist federation. Men and young people 
form a good proportion of the Zagreb con- 
gregation. The Belgrave Church is directed 
by Ljudevit Drobny, and meets in a room of 
the building once occupied by the seminary. 
eThe church at Novi Sad has 80 members, a 
good house of worship, and a German-Yugo- 
slav pastor named Adolf Lehotsky.  Ser- 
vices were crowded. 

In an interview with some officials Dr. 
Lord expressed appreciation for the ‘‘grow- 
ing friendliness of the government to evan- 
gelicals and of the real measure of freedom 
granted to religious groups.’’ He tactfully 
requested help in making it possible for 
delegates to attend Baptist world gatherings 
and in securing possession of Baptist pro- 
perties requisitioned for cther purposes. 


National Baptist Convention, Inc. 


The Missionary Retreat and Rest Home 
of this large body of Negro Baptists in the 
USA is located at 1022 Maryland Avenue, 
Washington, D.C. It is a project of the 
Women’s National Baptist Convention under 
the leadership of Dr. Nannie Burroughs, 











Japan Youth Leaders ‘“‘Mr. and Mrs. W. 
Maxfield Garrott request the honor of your 
presence at the marriage of their daughter in 
Christ, Akiko Endo, to the Reverend Shuichi 
Matsumura, on Tuesday afternoon, the 18th of 
May, 1954, Mejirogaoka Baptist Church, 
Tokyo.’” 

Miss Endo, as secretary of youth work of 
the Japan Baptist Convention, became inter- 
nationally known through her contribution to 
the Rio Youth Conference. Mr. Matsumura is 
chairman of the Convention’s youth program. 


Official Report of the 4th Baptist Youth World 
Conference, a 144-page book printed in 
English, is now off press. It is available 
from the Washington BWA office for $1 or 
from the Stockholm office of the Youth Com- 
mittee. 


Gaza, Egypt, is the newest medical mission 
field of the Southern (USA) Baptists. A 92- 
bed hospital established eighty years ago by 
the Church Missionary Society of England 
has been turned over ‘o the Baptist Mission 
Board, and $46,120 was appropriated in April 
for repairs and new equipment. 


Telugu Baptists in the Canadian Baptist 
field in South India have voted to send the 
Rev. D.R. Isaac of Gudlavaleru, one of the 
most trusted Indian leaders, to the Congress 
in London next July. 


New Vice-President of the Baptist Union of 
New Zealand, a layman, is Mr. W. (for William) 
Carey of Lower Hut, near Wellington. Next 
November he automatically advances to the 
presidency, and will thus be president during 
the Golden Jubilee year of the BWA. He is 
the great-great-great grandson of the ‘‘Father 
of Modern Missions.’’ 


Now off press is the biography James Henry 
Rushbrooke, A Baptist Greatheart, by Ernest 
A. Payne (Carey Kingsgate Press, 5s). 


Aurelio del Campo, Baptist pastor of Navar- 
res, Spain, sentenced to 45 days in Valencia 
jail, was released after 15 days by interven- 
tion of the governor. In prison officials and 
guards showed him courtesies. The pastor 
said, ‘‘I had the satisfaction that even in 
prison I could tell of Jesus.’’ 








Radio Pastor Senor Raul Cadima of the South- 
ern Cross Radio Station, LaPaz, Bolivia, 
expects to visit Canada for a year, under the 
auspices of Canadian Baptists, to make an 
intensive study of radio techniques. 


Sixty Baptist laymen and preachers built a 
chapel in one day at Waverly, Ohio. They 
started at 7:30 A.M.; at nightfall they turned 
on the lights in the building. 


Nazaretn Baptist Church has recently been 
reorganized with 29 charter members. A 
Business Women’s missionary circle has been 
formed with eleven members. Dwight L. 
Baker, Southern Baptist missionary to Israel , 
is pastor. 


A Bible booth just outside the Government 
commissary at Balboa, Canal Zone, was put 
up and manned for four business days by the 
women’s missionary group of Balboa Heights 
Baptist Church last Thanksgiving. 


Young Mexican Baptists, in four teams spon- 
sored by the National Young People’s Union, 
conducted an evangelistic campaign Decem- 
ber 6-31 throughout the country, converging on 
Mexico City December 28. Each team took a 
different route, heid services every night, 
visited every Baptist church and mission en 
route, and distributed tracts. 


Brotherhood Award was given Pastor Jitsuo 
Morikawa, First Baptist Church, Chicago, 
by the National Conference of Christians 
and Jews durifig Brotherhood Week. Ameri- 
can of Japanese descent, Dr. Morikawa spent 
seven weeks in Japan recently in connection 
with the 80th anniversary celebration of the 
work of the American Baptist Convention in 
Japan. 


Mother’s Day offerings throughout the South- 
ern Baptist (USA) Convention the second 
Sunday in May help support their 29 hospi- 
tals in 13 states. They have a combined 
capacity of 7,000 beds. All except three 
employ a chaplain. 


Billy Graham goes from London May 23 to 
Paris’ Chaillot Palace for a rally May 25, 
then to United States Military bases in 
France and Germany, to Helsinki June 16-17, 
Stockholm June 19-20, Copenhagen June 21, 
and back to the States early in July. 
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